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Introduction 

Mark Bankunda is a nature guide trainee at  Bird Uganda Safaris 

I was ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άǘŀƎ ŀƭƻƴƎέ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎǳƛŘŜs in to 

country, Crammy Wanyama, as part of my training processes and evaluation. 

 

Tour Summary  

This tour was set to cover the traditional Uganda birding circuit, which starts and ends at 

Entebbe.  Considering the habitats covered and the biomes encompassed, this is by far one of 

the best birding circuits in the region, indeed, the world! We did very well scoring 520 bird 

species, of which 504 were seen and 16 heard only, 51 mammals including two great apes and 

10 Reptiles and 3 Amphibians. The weather was generally great except for one day that we 

birded Mabamba in pursuit for the Shoebill. The scenery never disappointed and the people 

were welcoming at all points. A fantastic trip in brief. 

 

June 12th 2019 Day 1 

After the arrival of the last client, we had a short afternoon excursion to The Botanical Gardens 

in Entebbe from 3:50pm for about 2 hours. This gave us wonderful sightings of a variety of birds 

like the African Gray Parrot, Orange Weaver among others and also sightings of our first 

primates, Vervet Monkey and the only Red tailed Monkey in the area. 

We then drove back to the airport View Hotel which was the accommodation facility for the 

clients that day. 

 

June 13th, Day 2 
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Early morning departure from the lodge headed for the Mabamba Wetlands in Mpigi, one of 

the places in the country with high chances for the Shoebill sighting. Mabamba Bay Wetland 

is one of the vast swamps found in Lake Victoria. It is located close to Entebbe town 

(40km) and Kampala city in a small village in Kasanje. The boat cruise started at 9 am and 

was to last about 3 hours. We might have been the luckiest group that day as we were able to 

see the shoebill within a few minutes into the boat cruise did see the Shoebill, the clients had 

ƎƻƻŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƛƴ 

attraction for the day came in quite early, it gave us a chance to look for a variety of other birds 

such as the ²ŜȅƴΩǎ ǿŜŀǾŜǊΣ [ŜǎǎŜǊ WŀŎŀƴŀΣ tǳǊǇƭŜ IŜǊƻƴΣ Papyrus Gonolek, Great Egret and lots 

more. 

From the boat cruise we continued our drive to Lake Mburo National Park in Mbarara. The 

park covers only 370km² yet it has 5 lakes within. Itôs situated between the towns of 

Masaka and Mbarara taking you about 4 hours to get there. Along the drive we had plenty 

of bird sightings like the Long Crested Eagle, Speckled Pigeons as we were driving through the 

towns, Pied Crow, ŀƴŘ ²ŀƘƭōŜǊƎΩǎ Eagle  

We arrived at the Mantana Tented Camp, which is one of the lodges located within the park 

boundaries. 

 

June 14th, Day 3 

We had an early morning boat cruise on Lake Mburo and gave us wonderful sightings of the 

African Finfoot, Red Headed Weaver, African Fish Eagle, Black Crake, African Jacana and lots 

more. 

After the boat cruise, we had a game drive on the way out of the park and this provided us with 

sightings of the Impala,  Zebras as well as a couple of Buffaloes and also birds like the Bare-

Faces Go-Away-.ƛǊŘΣ [ŜǾŀƛƭƭŀƴǘΩǎ /ǳŎƪƻƻΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ-backed Vulture, Bateleur and plenty more as 

we drove towards Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. 

We stayed at the Gorilla Mist Camp 

 

June 15th, Day 4 

The plan was the Gorilla tracking for the clients, but since a few opted out due tithe severity of 

the terrain with in the forest, we opted to do some birding along the community trail which 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŀƭ ǎǳƴōƛǊŘΣ /ƘǳōōΩǎ /ƛǎǘƛŎƻƭŀΣ Yellow Streaked Greenbul, Yellow 
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Whiskered Greenbul, Strip-breasted Tit and lots more. Later in the Afternoon after the clients 

had an arrest after the successful tracking experience, we did some more birding along the 

Ruhija Community Trail just before we left to do some roadside birding in the late evening and 

ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ .ǳǎƘǎƘǊƛƪŜΣ ²ƛƭƭŀǊŘΩs Sooty Boubou, Black-tailed Oriole 

then later on we had wonderful views of the Rwenzori Nightjar in the same night. 

 

Strip-breasted Tit, sighted along the Ruhija Community Trail 

 

June 16th, Day 5 

Today we embarked into the Bwindi impenetrable forest using the Amufa Trail, a substitute for 

the Mubwindi Swamp Trail due the difficulty level of the terrain, in search for the forest birds 

and we were lucky enough to find the Equatorial Akalat, Mountain Illadopsis, Crowned Eagle, 

White-headed wood-hoopoe, Red-faced Woodland Warbler, and prefect views of the breeding 
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DǊŀǳŜǊΩǎ .ǊƻŀŘōƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ DǊŜŜƴ .ǊƻŀŘōƛƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ōǳǎƘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ 

ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ [ŀƎŘŜƴΩǎ .ǳǎƘǎƘǊƛƪŜΣ DǊŀǳŜǊΩǎ {ǿŀƳǇ 

Warbler and plenty more.  

 

DǊŀǳŜǊΩǎ .ǊƻŀŘōƛƭƭ ό!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ DǊŜŜƴ .ǊƻŀŘōƛƭƭύΣ ǎŜŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ƴŜǎǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ 

 

June 17th, Day 6 

Today was basically a driving scheduled day with a few particular birding spots we had planned 

to hit for some birds. We were lucky to find the Handsome Francolin as we were driving out of 

Ruhija on our way to Buhoma, which on the other side of the Forest. We managed to do some 

birding along the Ruhija Main Road where found birds like the Yelow-rumped Tinkerbird, 

African Blue Flycatcher Cinnamon chested Bee-eaterΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ƘŜ άbŜŎƪέ where we found the 

/ŀǎǎƛƴΩǎ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ aǳƴȅŀƎǿŀΣ .ƭŀŎƪ .ŜŜ-eater, African Black Duck among others and 

mailto:info@birduganda.com


Bird Uganda Safaris - Trip Report   
Birding and Nature Tour, 12th to 29th June, 2019 
 
 

 

 

Website   Contact    Skype:    

 info@birduganda.com    +256 393 289 048  ugandabirder 

at the lodge where we had the resident birds such as the Rock Martins, Slender-billed Greenbul, 

Brown-throated Wattle-eye among lots more. 

We stayed at the Buhoma Community Haven Lodge 

 

African Black Duck, sighted at a pond with in the Neck 

 

June 18th, Day 7 

The plan was to spend another whole day in the forest so as to maximize the bird sighting 

opportunities. We did our excursion along the Buhoma Main Trail headed towards the 

Waterfalls but we started from the park gate so as to capture some of the Secondary Forest 

bird species located in that area like the Tambourine Dove, Grey-winged Robin-chat, Blue-

shouldered Robin-chat, Red-capped Robin-chat, Brown-capped weavers among others. As we 

moved further on the trail and into the forest, we had sightings of Mountain Wagtail, !ȅǊŜΩǎ 
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Iŀǿƪ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ 9ƭƭƛƻǘΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊΣ ¢ǳƭƭōŜǊƎΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊ όCƛƴŜ-banned), African Broadbill 

(displaying beautifully), Chestnut Wattle-eye among others. Later returned to the lodge in the 

evening. 

 

Mountain Wagtail, sighted along the Buhoma Main Trail. 

 

June 19th, Day 8 

Early morning birding around the Secondary forest at the Headquarters of the Bwindi 

Impenetrable Forest in Buhoma before our drive to the Savannah of Queen Elizabeth National 

Park. The park includes the Maramagambo Forest and borders the Kigezi Game Reserve, the 

Kyambura Game Reserve, and the Kibale National Park hence a variety of bird species.  

Our drive provided us with sightings of birds like Spot-flanked Barbet, White-headed Barbet, African 

Gray Woodpecker, Marsh Tchagra, Wing-snapping Cisticola, Croaking Cisticola and lots more. We drove 

mailto:info@birduganda.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maramagambo_Forest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyambura_Game_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kibale_National_Park


Bird Uganda Safaris - Trip Report   
Birding and Nature Tour, 12th to 29th June, 2019 
 
 

 

 

Website   Contact    Skype:    

 info@birduganda.com    +256 393 289 048  ugandabirder 

through Kihihi and the Southern Section of Queen Elizabeth National Park also referred to as the Ishasha 

sector. 

We stayed at the Enganzi Lodge. 

 

Wire-tailed Swallow sighted in Ishasha, during our lunch stop 

June 20th, Day 9 

In morning we drove through the park where we had views of the Uganda Kob, Defassa Waterbuck and 

other wildlife and then to Kasenyi Salt Lake in a bid to look for the flamingos but it was no avail but we 

did get sightings of a couple of other birds like thŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ǊŀƪŜΣ {Ƴŀƭƭ .ǳǘǘƻƴǉǳŀƛƭΣ ¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎ 

Courser, Collard Pratincole among others along the way. We had Lunch at the Tembo Restaurant in the 

Mweya Peninsula and we were graced with the presence of up close Warthogs and Marabou stocks as 

well as a variety of Weavers around our table. 

In the afternoon we had a scheduled boat cruise on the Kazinga channel and it was fruitful as 

ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ƪƛƳƳŜǊΣ tƛŜŘ YƛƴƎŦƛǎƘŜǊΣ aŀǊǎƘ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊΣ YƛǘǘƭƛȊΩǎ 
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Plover, and Three Banded Plover among other shorebirds like the Yellow-billed Stock, African 

Spoonbill and the like. 

 

June 21th, Day 10 

We did some morning birding around the vicinity of the lodge and we found the Western Citril, 

White-browed Robin-chat, Yellow-fronted Canary and lots of Village and Black-headed 

Weavers. We then proceeded to drive through Kasese as we headed to Fort Portal commonly 

known as Kabarole, where we would find the Kibale Forest National Park that is famous for a 

high success rate as regards the Chimpanzee tracking as well as the sighting of the Green-

breasted Pitta. 

On arrival at our accommodation, Chimpanzee Forest Guest House, we had sightings of a 

variety of sunbirds like the Scarlet-chested Sunbird, Copper Sunbird, Olive-bellied Sunbird and 

even a Palm-nut Vulture. After the check in we headed to the Bigodi Wetland Boardwalk which 

gave us a new list of birds like the Yellow-billed Barbet, White-spotted Flufftail, and Great Blue 

Turacco and added to our primate list with the Uganda Red Colobus, Mantled Guereza and 

Uganda Mangabey. We also happen to have the Forest Elephant crossing the road back into the 

forest as we drove back to the Guesthouse. 

 

June 22th, Day 11 

Early morning birding in the Kibale Forest in a bid to find the Pitta displaying. It took about 3 

hours before we sighted it but it was well worth the wait. We also got to see the Scaly-breasted 

Illadopsis as we returned to the Ranger Station so as to start the Chimpanzee tracking 

experience. Along The drive to the starting point, we found a group of about 4 individuals 

(chimpanzees) crossing the road so we hoped out of the bus and followed them. The terrain 

was generally flat so it was not as strenuous as the trails in Bwindi was it involved a lot of 

underlying vines to get to the Chimpanzees but we did see them and get some good views. 

There was a split in the group since some members did not partake in the Chimpanzee tracking 

so they did some birding with the Tour Leader around the Ngogo Road and hey managed to see 

Crowned Hornbill, Lesser Honeyguide and others 

Later in the afternoon we hit the Kibale Main road and did some forest edge birding that gave 

us sights of the Afep Pigeon, Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, Narrow-tailed Starling, Hairy-

breasted Barbet, Thick-billed Honeyguide among others. 
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Green-breasted Pitta, sighted in Kibale Forest 

June 23th, Day 12 

We did some birding along the Fort Portal-Kampala road, as we headed towards Hoima. We 

passed through a section of the Kibale forest where we found the Masked Apalis, Banned 

Prinia, Red-tailed Bristlebill, Northern Masked Weaver, Northern Brown-throated Weaver 

among others. We had our lunch at Kagadi and saw a couple of Northern Gray-headed 

Sparrows and African Blue Flycatchers. We later proceeded to Kikube where we found a pond 

that was rather fruitful as we managed to see the Gray-headed Oliveback, Brown Babbler, 

IƻƭǳōΩǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΣ and African Firefinch among others. 

 

We stayed at the Masindi Hotel 
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 Masked Apalis sighted along the stretch of Kibale Forest that the Fort Portal-Kyenjojo 

Road passes through 

 

June 24th, Day 13 

Early morning departure as we headed for the Budongo Forest where we were to spend the 

rest of the day. Budongo Central Forest Reserve is the largest survival natural forest in Uganda, 

with a total surface of approximately 825 square km, of which 430 square km is continuous 

forest. The reserve sits atop the Albertine Rift, part of the Great Rift Valley, and is located 

within the boundaries of Murchison Falls National Park. Budongo Forest Reserve is a medium 

altitude, moist, semi-deciduous tropical rainforest. It provided us with beautiful sightings of the 

Chocolate backed Kingfisher, Dwarf Kingfisher, Ituri Batis, Lemon-bellied Crombec, and Yellow-

browed Camaroptera among a variety of many more. 
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June 25th, Day 14 

We departed from Masindi heading towards Murchison using the Butiaba Escarpment. We had 

plenty of stop overs during the drive which enabled us to see the Black-billed Wood-dove, Gray-

headed Kingfisher, Black Bishop then proceeded to Bulisa town where we found the Little 

Weaver and the White-rumped Seed-ŜŀǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ п hΩŎƭƻŎƪ CŜǊǊȅ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ 

which provided us with some Game viewing as we travelled to the lodge and we saw the Kobs, 

Buffaloes, Lelwel Hartebeests, Oribi, and Giraffe 

We stayed at the Pakuba Safari Lodge. 

 

June 26th, Day 15 

The day started with a morning game drive to the Pakuba Airfield and the Albert Nile Track 

where we managed to find a feeding Lion as well as Side striped Jackal with what looked like 

the tail of dead Kob. The clients had good views of both canivores and tis was just the start of 

the day as found up to 5 lions taking a nap in a tree. Then later as we drove off we had a 

Spotted Hyena seen from a distance. Well, the mammals were not the only ones willing to play 

ball as we also had good views of the White-backed Vulture, Lappet-faced Vulture, Rüppell's 

Griffon all feeding on the same deacesed Kob. This gave for some upclose photos of the 

Vultures. We drove back to the lodge for lunch. 
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Lappet-faced Vulture feeding on the corpse of a dead Kob 

 

In the afternoon we had a boat cruise to the bottom of the Murchison falls which provided the 

group with beautiful views of the game like the Elephants by the shore as well as a variety of 

birds like the Osprey, Rock Pratincole, Senegal Thick-knee, Goliath Heron, Purple Heron among 

others. 
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Giant Kingfisher seen along the Boat Cruise to the bottom of the Murchison falls 

 

June 27th, Day 16 

The day started with a boat cruise to the Albert Delta in the morning. This was a longer boat 

cruise that was sadly brought to a quick end due to the intense rain fall but we had already seen 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŜōƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 5ŜƴƘŀƳΩǎ .ǳǎǘŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ 

were approached the delta. 

We had a late evening to Night game drive that blessed us with sighting sof the Slender 

Mongoose, hite-ǘŀƛƭŜŘ aƻƴƎƻƻǎŜΣ 9ƳƛƴΩǎ DŜǊōƛƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŀȅƛǎƘ 9ŀƎƭŜ hǿƭΣ .ŀǊƴ hǿƭΣ 

Northern White-faced Owl and many more. 
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