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Introduction
Mark Bankundas a nature guide traineat Bird Uganda Safaris
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country, Crammy Wanyaa, as part of myraining proessesand evaluation.

Tour Summary

This tour was set to cover the traditional Uganda birding circuit, whatissand ends at

Entebbe. Considering the habitats covered and the biomes encompassed, this is by far one of
the best birding circuits in the region, indeed, the world! We did very well sg&20 bird

species, of which 504 were seen andhiard only, 3 mammals including two great apes and

10 Reptilesand 3 AmphibiansThe weather was generally great except for one day that we
birded Mabamba in pursuit for the Shoebill. The scenery never disappointed and the people
were welcoming at all points. A fantastrip in brief.

June 192019 Day 1

After the arrival of the last client, we had a short afternoon excursion to The Botanical Gardens
in Entebbe from 3:50pm for about 2 hours. Th@se us wonderful sightgs of a variety of birds

like the African GmaParrot, Orange Weavamong others and also sightings of our first

primates, Vervet Monkey and the only Red tailed Monkey in the area.

We then drove back to the airport View Hotel which was the accommodédiaitity for the
clients that day.

June 1%, Day 2
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Early morning departure from the lodge headed for the Mabamba Wetlands in Mpigi, one of

the places in the country with high chances for the Shoebill sightfiadpamba Bay Wetland

is one of the vast swamps found in Lake Victoria. It is located close to Entebbe town

(40km) and Kampala city in a small village in KasanjeTheboat cruise started at @m and

was to last about 3 hours. We might have been the luckiest group that day as we were able to

see the shoebill #hin a few minutes into the boat cruise did see the Shoebill, the clients had

322R @OASsa YR a2YS 46SNB [6fS G2 Gl 1S az2y$sS NB
attraction for the day came in quite early, it gave us a chance to look for a variety oflottie

suchasthe SeyQa 6SI GSNE [ Sa aPapyius/@ordlelgreal EgtetcaNlioisS | S NI
more.

From the boat cruise we continued our drive to Lake Mburo National Park in Mbaieza.

park coversonly 370km2y et it has 5 | akes within. Il tds si.t
Masaka and Mbarara taking you about 4 hours to get there. Along the drive we had plenty

of bird sightings like the Long Crested Ea§feeckled Pigeons as we were driving through the
towns,Pied Crow} Y R 2 | KHagleS NH Q &

We arrived at the Mantana Tented Camp, which is one of the lodges located within the park
boundaries

June 14, Day 3

We had an early morning boat cruise on Lake Mburo and gave us wonderful sightings of the
African FinfootRed Headed Weaver, African Fish Eagle, Black Crake, African Jacana and lots
more.

After the boat cruise, we had a game drive on the way out of the park and this provided us with
sightings of the Impala, Zebras as well as a couple of Buffaloes and disbkeairthe Bare

Faces GAway. A NR> [ S@I A f f Jatked)lture dzatdleirzaid pRerkyinors as

we drove towards Bwindi Impenetrable National Park.

We stayed at the Gorilla Mist Camp

June 1%, Day 4

The plan was the Gorilla tracking for the clients, but since a few opted out due tithe severity of
the terrain with in the forest, we opted to do some birding along the community trail which
LINE A RSR aA3KiGAYy3Ia 2F G KRlowShehketl GréedpyifelloMR = / K dzd
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Whiskered GreenbulStripbreasted Tiand lots more. Later in thAfternoonafter the clients

hadanarrest after thesuccessfulracking experience, we did some more birding along the

Ruhija Community Trail just before we left to do some roadside birding in the late evening and
GKAA SyloftSR dza (G2 aSS $3&yBoubéuBalaide@@riole dzd K & K N
then later on we had wonderful views of the Rwenzori Nightjar in the same night.
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Strip-breasted Tit, sighted along the Ruhija Community Trail

June 18, Day 5

Today we embarked into the Bwindi impenetrable foresing the Amufa Trail, a substitute for
the Mubwindi Swamp Trail due the difficulty level of the terrain, in search for the forest birds
and we were lucky enough to find the Equatorial Akalat, Mountain llladopsis, Crowned Eagle,
White-headed wooehoopoe, Redaced Woodland Warbler, and prefect views of the breeding
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Warbler and plentymore.
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June 17", Day 6

Today was basically a driving scheduled day with a few particular birding spots we had planned

to hit for some birds. We were lucky to fitlde Handsome Francolin as we were driving out of

Ruhija on our way to Buhoma, which on the other side of the Forest. We managed to do some
birding along the Ruhija Main Road where found birds likevtelewrumped Tinkerbird,

African Blue Flycatcher Cinnamchested Beeater> (i K NP dz3 Kwher&\ge foirin $he | ¢
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at the lodge where we had the resident birds such as the Rock Martins, SleilddrGreenbul,
Brownthroated Wattleeye among lots more.

We stayed at the Buhoma Community Haven Lodge

African Black Duck, sighted at a pond with in the Neck

June 18, Day 7

The plan was to spend another whole day in the forest so as to maximize the bird sighting
opportunities. We did our excursion along the Buhoma Main Tembed towards the
Waterfallsbut we started from the park gate so as to capture some of the Secorfaagst

bird species located in that area like the Tambourine Dove,-@heged Robirchat, Blue
shoulderedRobinchat, Reecapped Robirthat, Browncapped weavers among others. As we
moved further on the trail and into the forest, we had sighting$/ofuntain Wagtail! & NS Q &
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(displaying beautifully), Chestnut Watiye among others. Later returned to the lodge in the
evening.

Mountain Wagtail, sighted along the BuhomMain Trail.

June 19, Day 8

Early morning birding around the Secondary forest at the Headquarters of the Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest in Buhoma before our drive to the Savannah of Queen Elizabeth National
Park.The park includes the Maramagambo Forest and borders the Kigezi Game Reserve, the

Kyambura Game Reserve, and the Kibale National Park hence a variety of bird species.

Our driveprovided us with sightings of birds like Sfflsinked Barbet, Whitdneaded Barbet, African
Gray Woodpecker, Marsh Tchagra, Wamapping Cisticola, Croaking Cisticola and lots more. We drove
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throughKihihi and the Southern Section of Queen Elizabeth NakiBark alsoeferredto as the Ishasha
sector.

We stayed at the Enganzi Lodge

Wire-tailed Swallow sighted in Ishasha, during our lunch stop

June 2@, Day 9

In morning we drove through the park where we had views of the Uganda Kob, Defassa Waterbuck and

other wildlife andthen to Kasenyi Salt Lake in a bid to look for the flamingos but it was no avail but we

did get sightings of a couple of other birds lik&th ! FNA OFy / NF 1Sz {YIFft .dzid2yl
Courser, Collard Pratincole among others along the Wé/had Lunch at the Tembo Restaurant in the

Mweya Peninsula and we were graced with the presence of up close Warthogs and Marabou stocks as

well as a vaety of Weavers around our table.

In the afternoon we had a scheduled boat cruise on the Kazihganeland it was fruitful as
S YrylF3aSR G2 3SG arakidAay3da 2F GKS ' FNRAOFY {1
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Plover,and ThreeBanded Ploveamong other shorebirds like the Yelldvlled StockAfrican
Spoonbill and the like.

June 2%, Day 10

We did some morning birding around the vicinity of the lodge and we found the Western Citril,
White-browed Robirchat, Yellowfronted Canary and lots afillage and Blackeaded

Weavers. We theproceededto drive through Kasesas we headed to Fort Portal commonly
known as Kabarole, where we would find the Kibale Forest National Park that is famous for a
high success rate as regards the Chimpanzee trgas well as the sighting of the Green
breasted Pitta.

On arrival at our accommodation, Chimpanzee Forest Guest House, we had sightings of a
variety of sunbirds like the Scarehested Sunbird, Copper Sunbird, Olbedlied Sunbird and
even a Palanut Vulture. After the check in we headed to the Bigodi Wetl&wvardwalk which
gave us a new list of birds like the Yelibied Barbet, Whitespotted Flufftail, and Great Blue
Turacco and added to our primate list with the Uganda Red Colobus, Mantled Guereza and
Uganda MangabeyVe also happen to have the Foreshant crossing the road back into the
forest as we drove back to the Guesthouse.

June 22, Day 11

Early morning birding in the Kibale Forest in a bid to find the Pitta displaying. It took about 3
hours before we sighted it but it was well worth the wale also got to see the Scdlyeasted
llladopsisas we returned to the Ranger Station so as to start the Chimpanzee tracking
experienceAlongThe drive to the starting point, we found a group of about 4 individuals
(chimpanzees) crossing the road so lwaged out of the bus and followed them. The terrain

was generally flat so it was not as strenuous as the trails in Bwindi was it inoloedf

underlying vinego get to the Chimpanzees but we did see them and get some good views.
There was a split ithe group since sommembersdid not partake in the Chimpanzee tracking

so they did some birding with the Tour Leader around the Ngogo Road and hey managed to see
Crowned Hornbill, Lesser Honeyguide and others

Later in the afternoon we hit the Kibale Maioad and did some forest edge birding that gave
us sights of the Afep Pigeon, Yellovowned Woodpecker, Narrovailed Starling, Hairy
breasted Barbet, Thiekilled Honeyguide among others.
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Greenbreasted Pitta, sighted in Kibale Forest

June 23, Day P

We did some birding along the Fort Porkedmpala oad, as we headed towards Hoima. We
passed through aection of the Kibale foresthere we found theMiasked Apalis, Banned
Prinia, Redailed Bristlebill Northern Masked Weaver, Northern Broviinroated Weaver
among others. We had our lunch at Kagadi and saw a couple of Northerrh&adgd
Sparrows and African Blue Flycatchers. We lpteceededio Kikube where we found a pond
that was rather fruitful as we managed to see the Ghayaded Oliveback, BrawBabbler,

| 2f dzo Qa D 2 fark &ffcarFirgfineh Smakg others.

We stayed at the Masindi Hotel
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Masked Apalis sighted along the stretch of Kibale Forest that the Fort Pef§adnjojo
Road passes through

June 24, Day 13

Early morning departure as we headed for the Budongo Fevaste we were to spend the

rest of the dayBudongo Central Forest Reserve is the largest survival natural forest in Uganda,
with a total surface of approximately 825 square km, of which 430 sgkiaris continuous

forest. The reserve sits atop the Albertine Rift, part of the Great Rift Valley, and is located
within the boundaries of Murchison Falls NatioRalrk. Budongéorest Reserve is a medium
altitude, moist, semieciduous tropical rainforeslt provided us with beautiful sightings of the
Chocolate backed Kingfisher, Dwarf Kingfisher, Ituri Batis, Lém@ktiad Crombecand Yellow
browed Camaroptera among a variety of many more.
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June 2%, Day 14

We departed from Masindi heading towartiurchison using the Butiaba Escarpment. We had
plenty of stop overs during the drive which enabled us to see the Bidlekl Woal-dove, Gray

headed Kingfisher, BlacksBop thenproceededio Bulisatown where we found the Little

Weaver and the Whiteumped SeeeS | § SNX» 2 S Yl yI 3SR (G2 3ISG GKS
which provided us with some Game viewing as we travelled to the lodge and we saw the Kobs,
Buffaloes, Lelwel Hartebeests, Oritnd Girdfe

We stayed athe Pakuba Safari Lodge.

June 26, Day 15

The day started with a morning game drive to the Pakuba Airfield and the Albert Nile Track
where we managed to find a feeding Lion as well as Side striped Jackal with what looked like
the tail ofdead Kob. The clients had good views of both canivores and tis was just the start of
the day as found up to 5 lions taking a nap in a tree. Then later as we drove off we had a
Spotted Hyena seen from a distance. Well, the mammals were not the only olfiag va play

ball as we also had good views of the Whbtecked Vulire, Lappetfaced VultureRuppell's
Griffonall feeding on the same deacesed Kob. This gave for some upclose photos of the
Vultures. We drove back to the lodge for lunch.
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LappetfacedVulture feeding on the corpse of a dead Kob

In the afternoon we had a boat cruise to the bottom of the Murchison fatih provided the
group with beautiful views of the game like the Elephants by the shore as well as a variety of
birds like the OspreyRock Pratincole, Senegal Thistee, Goliath Heron, Purple Heron among
others.
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Giant Kingfisher seen along the Boat Cruise to the bottom of the Murchison falls

June 2%, Day 16

The day started with a boat cruise to the Albert Delta infi@rning. This was a longer boat

cruise that was sadly brought to a quick end due to the intense rain fall but we had already seen
dZA 0SS GKS ydzYoSNJ 2F O0ANR aLISOASa AyOf dzRAy3d (K
were approached the delta.

We hada late evening to Night game drive that blessed us with sighting sof the Slender

Mongoose, hiteli F A f SR a2y 322aS3 9YAyQa DSNBAf | a gStf
Northern Whitefaced Owl and many more.
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